
 Margaret Kivelson is Distinguished Professor of Space Physics, Emerita, at UCLA. She has held 
appointments in the Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics (Acting Director: 1999-2000) and the 
Department of Earth and Space Sciences (Chair: 1984-1987) at UCLA where she served from 1967 to her 
retirement in 2009. She is currently also a  Research Professor in the Department of Atmospheric, 
Oceanic, and Space Sciences at the University of Michigan (2010-).  
 
Kivelson obtained her A.B. in 1950 and her A.M. and Ph.D. in 1952 and 1957, respectively, from 
Radcliffe College, Harvard University. She was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship (1973-74), the 
Radcliffe Graduate Society Medal (1983), the Harvard University 350th Anniversary Alumni Medal 
(1986), several NASA Group Achievement Awards, the Alfvén medal of the European Geophysical 
Union, the Fleming medal of the American Geophysical Union and memberships in the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy of Sciences (Councilor 2007-2010) and the 
American Philosophical Society. She is an elected Fellow of the American Geophysical Union, the 
American Physical Society, the International Academy of Astronautics, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and the Royal Astronomical Society (Great Britain). She has served on 
numerous advisory committees including the Space Studies Board of the National Research Council and 
on scientific Visiting Committees at Harvard, the University of Michigan, and various campuses of the 
University of California and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.  
 
Kivelson’s research interests are in the areas of solar terrestrial physics and planetary science. Her recent 
research has focused on Earth, Jupiter, Saturn and Jupiter’s Galilean moons. She was the Principal 
Investigator for the Magnetometer on the Galileo Orbiter that acquired data in Jupiter’s magnetosphere 
for eight years and is a Co-I on various other investigations including the FGM (magnetometer) of the 
NASA-ESA Cluster mission and NASA’s Themis mission and is a member of the Cassini magnetometer 
team.  
Kivelson has published more than 340 research papers and is co-editor of a widely used textbook on 
space physics. In addition to her frequent presentations at university seminars and professional 
conferences, she has discussed space research with K-12 students and other general audiences. She has 
been active in efforts to identify the barriers faced by women as students, faculty and practitioners of the 
physical sciences and to improve the environment in which they function.  
 

Details of CV from 2008 through spring 2012 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS  
2008: “Honor Adviser of the Editorial Committee “of the J. of Chinese Space Sciences.  
2008: THEMIS team Group Achievement Award, (NASA Administrator Michael Griffin, ).  
2009 Editors’ Citation (AGU) for Excellence in Refereeing: Geophysical Research Letters.  
2010: Distinguished Achievement, Horace Mann School Alumni Association, New York.  
2010: Editors’ Citation for Excellence in Refereeing: Journal of Geophysical Research.  
2010: Honorary Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society.Kivelson, short biography
2010- : Research Professor (part time), University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.  

APPOINTMENT  

 

2007-2010: Council of the National Academy of Sciences  
COMMITTEE SERVICE  

also: Membership Committee and Committee on Scientific Programs.  
2009-.Committee to Review and Assess Science Programs, JPL,  
2009: Program Committee, Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets.  
2010-2013: Plasma Science Committee, NRC.  
2010- : Emeriti Relations Committee, Department of Earth and Space Sciences.  
 
 



1. Theories of Rotating Periodicities, Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets 2009, Cologne, Germany  
INVITED TALKS  

2. Global MHD Simulations of Ganymede’s Magnetosphere and Their Comparison with Observations, 
Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets 2009, Cologne, Germany,  

3. Moons and Rings and the Plasmas of Their Environments, 308-FRI-O0830-1306, IAGA 11th Scientific Assembly 
2009, Sopron, Hungary.  

4. Learning about Earth’s plasma processes from studies of other magnetospheres” Invited Plenary Talk, GEM 
Summer Workshop, Snowmass, CO. June 2010.  

5. Jovian and Saturnian magnetospheric plasma interactions with their satellites, 5th Alfven Conference on ”Plasma 
interaction with non-magnetized planets/moons and its influence on planetary evolution” Sapporo, Japan: 4-8 
October, 2010.  

6. “Periodicities in Saturn’s Magnetosphere: A Riddle Wrapped in a Mystery, Inside an Enigma”, 2010 Fall 
Meeting, AGU, San Francisco, Dec 13-17, 2010.  

7. “Magnetospheres of Planets and Moons: Links to Their Ionospheres” 2010 Fall Meeting, AGU, San Francisco, 
Dec 13-17, 2010.  

8. Giant magnetospheres - small moons: Who's in the driver's seat?,” EGU2011-2799, Vienna, Austria, April 2011.  

9. “Magnetosphere: Structure and Dynamics,” MOP, Boston University, July 2011.  

10. “Can magnetospheric measurements provide insight into internal period?”, Meeting on upper atmosphere, 
Caltech, March, 2011.  

11. “Planetary Magnetospheres, or Adventures in Parameter Space” Inner Magnetosphere Coupling II Conference, 
Los Angeles, CA 19-22 March, 2012.  

 

1. “Periodicity at Saturn: Fields, Particles, Radio Emission, UCLA Space Physics Seminar, Nov. 4, 2009.  
SEMINARS  

2. “Stirring Saturn’s magnetosphere with vortical winds in the upper atmosphere” Observatory of Paris, Meudon, 10 
October 2011  

3. “Driving Saturn's magnetospheric periodicities from its upper atmosphere”, IGPP Seminar, Oct. 18, 2011 
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MGK is coauthor of 78 abstracts of talks or posters presented at meetings from 2008 to the present and 
has presented multiple talks presented at spacecraft project meetings. 

PRESENTATIONS AT CONFERENCES 

 

Steve Joy, 2009 (Now at: UCLA)  
Ph.D. STUDENTS SUPERVISED (and completion years)  

 
Marissa Vogt, 2012 (now at University of Leicester as a Postdoctoral Fellow)  
 

Bertrand Bonfond, 2010-2011 (Now at University of Liege, Belgium).  
POSTDOCTORAL SCHOLARS SUPERVISED  

Hui Zhang, 2006-2011 (Now at Geophysical Institute, Beijing, China). 


